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October News
 
From the Principal

 
Sometimes we should express our gratitude for the small and simple things like the scent of the rain, the taste of your favorite food, or the sound of a loved one's voice. 
Joseph B. Wirthlin

Dear Wood Hill Families:
We are excited to share the Wood Hill Newsletter.  The goal of this newsletter is to share happenings throughout the school.  The newsletter will reflect student voice and will be published every two months.  We hope you enjoy the read!
We have had a busy beginning of the school year and I have never seen our calendar of events so full.  Between fieldwork, speakers, assemblies, fundraisers, and Camp Kieve, it feels more and more like we are returning to some of the great energy for learning opportunities and experiences we had in the past.  
The support from families has contributed greatly to our great beginning.  If anyone is interested in providing some additional support, we would love if you would consider joining our Parent Advisory Council (PAC).  PAC is a voluntary, non-profit organization which supports the school by promoting a spirit of cooperation between the student body, the administration, faculty, and the community.  It is an unusual beginning because we don’t really have a PAC right now.  In the past, the PAC has organized fundraisers, Career Days, Staff Appreciation Luncheons, Social Events, 8th Grade Final Ceremony, etc.  If you are interested, please let Andy Chase achase@andoverma.us know, and we can set up a time to meet with everyone who is interested.  Thanks for your consideration.
I hope you enjoy the rest of the Fall!
Patrick


What’s Happening in 8th Grade 

8 EAST
Science:
We recently finished our Measuring Matter unit, and have now moved onto Properties of Matter. We are learning the differences between chemical and physical properties, and how they help us identify the identity of different substances.
Social studies:
We all created collages about ourselves that represent who we are and how we view the world. We are now presenting them to the class, and slowly transitioning to the next topic about US history and government.
Ela:
As we are wrapping up our comic book unit, we have moved onto the final project. We have to create a superhero that deals with real world issues, and is developed through topics we have gone over, such as characterization and archetypes. 
Math:
In math, we are learning how to graph inequalities and absolute value equations. We are also learning the differences between AND and OR inequalities, and how to write our answers in set notation.

8 WEST
In Science, students are learning about density, mass, volume, and weight and how to find these with equations. They can identify the categories of physical and chemical properties and changes. With these tools they have learned they can use tools such as a triple beam balance and equations of math to figure out certain things about every object. 

For ELA, students are learning how to look for a deeper meaning in superhero comic books through external forces, archetypes, and relationships. With this they start to get a better understanding of characters and a book to apply it to life and assignments. 

In Math, students are learning about algebra and coordinates with linear equations. With this, students explore direct proportions and figuring out equations to figure missing parts of an equation. 

Students are learning in Social Studies about America’s history. Currently, they are focusing on the Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence. From this, they are learning in depth about how our country was formed and how this affects us today. 

What’s Happening in 7th Grade 



7 WEST

ELA: In ELA we just finished a review of elements of fiction using various Pixar shorts and short stories. We are starting out mythology unit this week. Throughout this unit we will review the elements of fiction as well as writing summaries about our reading, looking up unknown words, and looking at similarities between myths from various cultures. We will also be writing a myth as the final product for this unit.

Social Studies: In social studies we are working our way through ancient India. We have started to learn about Hinduism. The team is in the process of trying to schedule a visit to the Sri Chinmaya Maruti temple here in Andover to further our learning about Hinduism. After Hinduism we will study Buddhism, then Indian empires, and we will end out unit with ancient Indian achievements. After India we will move on to learning about Judaism.

Math: In Math, we have covered operations with integers, order of operations, and most recently finished our fractions unit. We have reviewed math skills with Jeopardy games, math riddles, integer operation bingo, and lots of partner work. We will be starting our decimals unit this week. 

Science: In Science, we are in our Ecology unit. We have looked at the cycles of energy and matter. Students did a composting lab over a two-week period to see how matter and energy transfer. We then transitioned to photosynthesis and respiration and did a lab using Elodea water plants which were able to change a yellow solution of carbonic acid into a blue solution of water and carbon dioxide which was then used to make oxygen and sugar. We will be making posters about photosynthesis and respiration later this week.

What’s Happening in 6th Grade 

6 EAST
It has been a busy fall for 6 East! Below are some of the highlights from each of our academics.
In ELA, we started off the year with our Summer Reading projects. We got to share a book of our choice with our peers, and practice presenting in front of the class. After settling into the school year, we started a new project where we read the short story, “Just Once” by Thomas J. Dygard and made a mini book focusing on our summarizing skills and the five elements of plot. We learned about how a story develops, and each part of the plot. We also learned that almost every book follows this type of pattern. We are looking forward to starting our Deep Study of Character Unit next! 
We started our year in Math off by learning about multiples and factors. One of our homework assignments was to make a “Pump It Up Playlist.” The goal of this assignment was to have a list of songs ready in case we needed something to lift us up! We’ve been building up our math skills by daily IXL lessons and we’ve been very competitive with the IXL challenge. Right now, we are working hard on the order of operations.
In Science, we learned about waves. We have been learning about amplitude, frequency, wavelength, crest and trough, medium, and absorption. For fun, we have been playing “Word Wars” against each other. This is where we come up with vocabulary words we have been learning about in our Science units and use them correctly in our own sentences. This teaches us to make sure we are paying attention to the new vocabulary introduced in class and explain the new terms in our own words. 
In Social Studies, we began the year by learning about our ancestors from prehistoric times, and learned the differences between primary and secondary sources. Recently, each class painted their very own wooly mammoth. Then we went out to the field by Wood Hill and hunted our wooly mammoth using a prehistoric weapon called the atlatl; it was so much fun! We have started learning all of the countries and capitals of the world, and have mastered North and Central America so far.

6 WEST



So far this school year in the core academic subjects, we’ve learned lots of great techniques for note-taking, organization, and productiveness. 
ELA- In ELA we have been learning about character traits. We do this by reading a chapter book with strong main characters every day. We read and do small stuff like stop and jots in our writing notebook. – Lucy Weatherwax 
Math – In math class with Mrs. Stella we’re learning about factors and multiples, word problems steps, squares and square roots, number lines, and many more mathematical skills. -Jake Aghassi
SS- In social studies we went outside and dug for artifacts in sand. We did this when we were learning about archaeologists and what they do. Right now, we are putting together paper skulls together from oldest to youngest to start the early human unit- Noor Berty
Science- In science we are learning bar graphs and line graphs. The experiments are fun – Mason Medeiros In class we make graphs, create claim, evidence, reasoning paragraphs, and experiments. – Omisha Ye 

World Language
Français 6 avec Mlle Cabaret
Bonjour fellow students at Wood Hill! Us French students in the sixth grade have been working hard. We have just started the year, and yet Mademoiselle Cabaret is steering us straight in the direction of speaking fluent French. So far, we have learned introductions, such as “What's your name?” or “What's the weather today?” and, Mademoiselle Cabaret has taught us what to say when asked these questions, and so on. Within the first few weeks, we have mastered these introductions, the French alphabet, all of the numbers up to 1,000,000, the days of the week, months of the year, the date, and so much more! With learning, however, also comes fun and jokes. Most of these jokes come from “Quel est ton adresse?” which means “What's your address?” in French, but my personal favorite is “les mouche mortes” which I will not say the translation of for comedic effect. All in all, it has been an amazing experience being in Mademoiselle Cabaret's class. It has the perfect balance of fun and learning, and all of the students love it! I feel like I have been learning French for so long, but it has only been a month, and hopefully, more learning is yet to come.
	-James P.
Hello Wood Hill! This is most sixth graders' first time learning a new language and it's been a great experience. In French class we have been learning how to greet each other and say basic things in French. We have learned how to say things such as “how are you?” and “what is your name?”. The class is also learning how to respond if someone asks these types of questions in french. We've also played multiple games such as Quizlet. Quizlet is a learning game in which you play in teams and can learn the subject you are working on (in this case French) and can learn through teamwork. We have watched multiple videos and have used songs to help us remember things such as the days in the week. In just a short amount of time we have learned to count up and over 100 and learned all of the months. In the beginning of every class we say the day and date in french. Just recently we learned a song in which we pointed out numbers we heard in the lyrics. The song was entitled, “La Valse à Mille Temps”. It's only been a month but it feels like we have learned so much.  		
-Mae P.

Français 7 avec Mlle Cabaret
My name is Tara R. and I’m a 7th grade French student. Currently we are working on prepositions of location. For example, left (à gauche), derrière (behind), and dans (in) are all words we are learning to utilize in our French writing and speaking. In addition to this we are connecting places, professions, and prepositions to each other. We can describe downtown Andover by talking about places and jobs you can find there. For instance, ‘Le serveur sympa travaille au restaurant “Casa Blanca,” means, the kind waiter works at the restaurant Casa Blanca. 

My name is Nicole H. and I am also a 7th grade French student. We have been reviewing concepts from sixth grade, such as numbers, the alphabet, greetings, and school classes, for the previous two months. However, we are currently studying prepositions of location as a fresh start to learning new things in seventh grade. The prepositions of location devant (in front of), sur (on), and à côté de (next to) are a few examples from our French vocabulary. We are also learning about other professions and the places where people in those professions might work. A few examples of different professions include un serveur (waiter), un médecin (doctor), and un avocat (lawyer). You would work in places like une école, un bureau, and un café depending on your profession. To sum up both, you could say, un scientifique travaille dans un laboratoire (a scientist works at a lab). Lastly, we can describe places with location prepositions. An example is CVS est à droite de la librairie de Andover et près du restaurant UBURGER (CVS is to the left of Andover Bookstore and near the restaurant UBURGER).

Français 8 avec Mlle Cabaret
Bonjour, Wood Hill Community. After coming back from the vacation, the first thing we did in French was discuss our summer trips. Our first assignment was to write about the summer break, describing the activities we did and food we ate. Next, we reviewed last year's curriculum by writing and drawing a French comic, or a bande desinée. The prompt was “Les Aventures de Monsieur Bucco '' or The Adventures of Mr. Bucco. We looked at a little bit of Past/Present/Future tenses, introducing the topic.
After this, we learned a lot of French vocabulary relating to weather and seasonal clothing. We then had another writing assignment about our summer trips, specifically the weather and what clothes we wore with the new weather vocabulary fresh in our minds. We had a multitude of worksheets regarding weather, including some activities on VHL, an online learning tool. 
Our biggest project for this unit so far was called “La Fenêtre de Saisons,” meaning “The Window of Seasons.” We got to choose a francophone city (such as Bordeaux, Casablanca or Brazzaville), and then we researched the seasonal weather in said city. Next, we created a picture of a window, with different drawings of the same city in each section. Each of these drawings represented the weather in a different season. After this, we wrote paragraphs about the weather in each season on the back of the paper. Finally, we presented our projects to the class. Since then, we have been reading articles and answering questions to improve our French comprehension and pronunciation. The most recent thing that we started to learn is past tense, and comparing it to present tense, and future tense. For example, for past tense you use present tense of the verb avoir (helping verb) and the past participle. The pronouns change and avoir gets conjugated, but the past participle stays the same. Although it is different from the present tense. The present tense ends in er and the past participle ends in é. 
Au revoir!!!
-Nathan R., Abby C. & Arnav J.


Español 6 con Sra. García
This is my first year at Wood Hill Middle School and one of my favorite IAs is Spanish class. I love Señora Garcia because she always comes up with a fun lesson! Whether it’s playing ¡Brilla! (If you’ve ever heard of the game Sparkle, it’s basically the same thing, just in español), or listening to fun songs (we do that a lot), she always makes the class super fun and exciting to go to! You might be thinking Oh, since it’s really fun they probably aren’t learning much, but actually, it’s quite the opposite. I’ve learned so many new words and phrases, and it’s only been about 2 months! I now know many greetings and ways to say my name, or where I’m from. I learned formal and informal ways to say things too. One of my favorite songs is the bathroom song. It’s so fun to sing and it actually really does teach you a lot. Now I know how to ask to go to the bathroom, say “I already did my homework.”, and lots of other useful phrases and questions. There’s Alfabeto, Alfabeto, the Spanish number song, and lots of others too. On Schoology, Señora Garcia has a banner (she calls it) of all the songs about seasons, numbers, the alphabet, etc. Not only do I love Señora Garcia’s classroom and lessons, but I feel comfortable around her. She’s funny, nice, and I always feel happy when I see her in class, or even in the hallways! It’s such a lovely experience of learning and fun in this class and I’m so glad I’m in it.
-Breanna C.



Español 7 con Sra. García
So far this year in Spanish class we have mostly reviewed topics from last year. We reviewed things like verbs, and other vocabulary. class materials, classes, and professions. I find learning Spanish most enjoyable when doing activities like brilla. Brilla is basically just a spelling game. Spanish can be really fun when we do competitive activities. Our class really enjoys the excitement. We also use websites called Kahoot and Quizlet. It's a quiz game, it’s really fun like Brilla. We do it every so often. Right now, in Spanish we are learning more about Hispanic culture because it is Hispanic Heritage Month. We learned vocabulary related to Spanish Heritage as well. So far Spanish class has been highly enjoyable and I have learned so much Spanish language and Spanish culture.
-Athena M.

Español 8 con Sra. García
So far this year, 8th grade Spanish students have reviewed categories of Spanish words, and previewed new categories.  We reviewed the vocabulary on the house, food, family and clothes, writing them in four corners of a piece of paper.  Our teacher prompted us with words and definitions as we racked our brains, cramming every last word into the squares.  We managed to recall the vocabulary, and to use them in sentences.  As we started remembering the Spanish words we had forgotten over the summer, we performed original and entertaining skits in front of each other.  This was to strengthen our pronunciation, and to show off our creativity and comedic humor.  We watched videos on clothes and food, while students sang along, some off-key.  To jog our memory of vocabulary about chores, we filled out a packet with questions.  The questions were given to us in English and Spanish, to test our capabilities and to push us out of our comfort zone.  Soon, September 15 came around.  This marked the beginning of Hispanic Heritage Month.  In order to teach us more deeply about the impact of Hispanic people on our country, our teacher had us learn more about Hispanic Heritage Month.  We were given articles in Spanish to decipher, and questions to answer.  We researched important people of Hispanic heritage, and filled out a template with question-answer style prompts.  The people we researched were not always famous, but made a significant impact on our culture, history and society.  Once we finished researching everything we could about the person’s life, we started preparing to present. First, we wrote a script in Spanish detailing our person’s life and accomplishments.  Then the presentations began, with everyone chipping in with supportive corrections, and applauding the presenters.  We can’t wait to continue our journey in Spanish!
-Annina C.

Español 6 con Sr. Krueger
Our most impressive initial learning has been that all Spanish every class is actually pretty manageable!  We’ve picked up a lot in these first two months, and we’re able to meet and greet each other and share some basic information about ourselves.  Plus, we’ve gotten pretty good knowing and spelling out letters in Spanish, and talking about numbers, even including some basic math!   The rest of the fall will be spent talking about the calendar and weather, plus some vocabulary for the upcoming holidays and celebrations!




Español 7 con Sr. Krueger
Throughout September we were asked to share what we’ve learned so far, and we were able to focus a lot on describing ourselves and other people.  We’ve gotten into a groove of learning new vocab, and have adopted a system of organizing our notes (papel de vocabulario vs papel de práctica).   We’ve started learning about foods and vocabulary for dining out.  This unit leaves us hungry by the end of most classes!

Español 8 con Sr. Krueger
With two years’ experience hearing and speaking in Spanish, we’ve been able to show off a lot of what we’ve learned in the past, and we were able to revisit a favorite topic: food!   We’ve learned that our project presentations are about showing what we know, and also infusing our own creativity and humor into the slides.   We’re well into our unit on sports, activities, and healthy habits.   Some of our vocabulary comes from Señor Krueger’s presentations, but some of it comes from our own searching so we can have the words to talk about whatever we’re most interested in.

Integrated Arts

Health Education
[bookmark: _cj45wpr08g1w][bookmark: _nhgxo0sqza6i]l of the happenings!
[bookmark: _wxjfgs4xrgzs]Topics we have been discussing this quarter
[bookmark: _xh6z0qh5gabw]








Grade 6
In 6h grade, we have been learning about the skin, sun safety, puberty and just began our lessons on the respiratory system and tobacco education.  
The students showed their creativity by making a skit about skin and sun safety.

[bookmark: _hf5hlm9dkqrg]
[bookmark: _q3jaaokjdnlq]  








Grade 7
For 7th grade, we have been learning about self-esteem, communication skills, building healthy relationships, suicide prevention and we are about to start human growth and development.  
Students have been doing a great job sharing their thoughts and feelings about themselves in class.  They also learn how to be a great advocate for themselves.









[bookmark: _h0dof3o4ssi2]Grade 8
For 8th grade, students set up a 30-day SMART goal and they make a plan to accomplish this 30-day goal. 
They are also learning about their brain and how it works.  They are currently learning about how drugs can affect their brain. 






Music
The 6th graders created their own Hip Hop compositions using GarageBand. This is an example:
 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QdMQhYhHXJHfUVHZpVUyVBIKZOnxH3hx/view?usp=sharing
by Kelvin Konneh

The 8th grade studied 20th century classical music and composed original works inspired by various genres from the 20th century. 
This first one is an example of minimalism.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iwbGKKM5S4JbiSx7BX5of_4YkCErEmHp/view?usp=sharing
By Erin Tracey
This one is an example of 12 Tone serialism.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r6smdeEty4NmmW7dedCMIj_8wWpZeKj4/view?usp=sharing
by Tavisha Reddy

The 7th grade is finishing up the guitar unit by delivering g singing telegrams around the school. Here are a couple of examples:
Witchy Women -
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hOdqJJAc5LMqjSrUNE3G7xdtIUCSA_Cb/view?usp=sharing
Bad moon rising -
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h4_RLQVO7BgPlcgUWnW_5qP9FpSulTBg/view?usp=sharing
Monster Mash -
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i6eaOsZp8NmaJ2zmQYzpLJk06vEzfh-G/view?usp=sharing

Engineering

We have gotten off to a great start in Engineering this year. 
The sixth grade has focused on the problems of transportation.  We first learned about bearings and how friction is the enemy of forward motion.  We designed, built and raced our wind powered cars three times and learned that small redesigns can make a big difference in performance. We are currently learning how to design and print 3D objects. We will finish the quarter with one more design project incorporating criteria and constraints.



[bookmark: _GoBack]The seventh graders are in the construction phase of their custom home design and build challenge.  The students were challenged to design a home that could withstand both the everyday challenges and extreme conditions of biomes all over the United States.  The results are starting to look amazing!
The eighth graders are learning how to code and design robots with our new Lego Spike robot kits.
As a final project, students are designing, building, and coding robots that can solve everyday problems.  I can’t wait to see the final results. 

Art

It has been a very exciting first few weeks in the art room at WHMS. Students have been hard at work and seemingly having a great time while doing so. 

6th graders have been developing their foundation skills and understanding of concepts including color theory, one-point perspective, value, and more through various drawing and painting lessons. They have worked with colored pencils, oil pastels, watercolors, and acrylic paint. We will finish the term with a clay project which they are always excited about. 6th graders have been very enthusiastic about their learning and getting to know the routines of the art room. 

7th graders have been exploring more abstract concepts and thinking about how color, texture, and other creative choices affect the moods and feelings in a work of art.  7th graders enjoy being able to address challenges in their own way and take on great ownership of their work. 7th graders have made art inspired by songs, representing the essence of their favorite outdoor space through American Modernism inspired by Georgia O’Keeffe. Finally, 7th graders just wrapped up the “Happy Little Trees” (Bob Ross reference) where they create a three-dimensional tree out of wire, plaster, and acrylic paint representing concepts as diverse as the students themselves including “Warrior”, “Enchanted”, “Breeze” and “Migraine”. 

8th graders have been exploring their identities and learning how art can raise awareness and speak to the masses about issues important to them. 8th graders are currently wrapping up their Coat of Arms project, in which they create a “Self Portrait” through symbolism representing their culture, passions, values, and more. This project has become a “Rite of Passage” at WHMS over the years and students are always excited to create them and see what their peers do as well. 

This year also brings the return of “Open Studio” (Art Club) after school on Wednesdays. We have had great attendance and it is wonderful seeing students from all grades working in the same space and working on their next masterpiece! 


[image: ]
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HUB News

For the first weeks of Library Flex, students and Ms. Tompkins have been getting to know each other and finding out what interests we have and what type of books we like to read by genre.  We are also learning about works of non-fiction. The 6th grade students are becoming accustomed to a new library and how to find books, while 7th and 8th grade students are working on identifying and organizing sources for their work. 

“During flex today I learned about books, nonfiction, and many genres.  The thing I like about hub is that it is a very calming place.  The library is full of imagination, laughter and color.”
John (6th grade)

“Today in hub flex my group did some get-to-know-you activities.  We filled out a sheet about what we did over the summer and books we liked to read!  We also made self-portraits!  I am excited for this year in the library to get know our librarian and see what fun events she does!”
Siddhi (7th grade)

“Today, in the hub, we learned how to tell if your book was fiction or nonfiction.  We got into groups of 2 or 3 and picked out some books to see if it is fiction or nonfiction.  We had fun learning how to do it!”
Sara (7th grade)

“I came to library flex today expecting to sit down and not do anything, as there was no homework that day.  Instead, Ms. T taught our class how to cite useful sources online.  It was very helpful and I’ll for sure be using this website in the future!  I’m excited to be able to learn new things during library flex and enjoy checking out books and getting stuff done at the same time! ”
Hanna (8th grade)

“We learned how to add a project and sources in Noodletools.  I found this tool interesting because it can help keep my research organized.”
Prajan (8th grade)





First HUB Flex Class of the Year:

[image: ]

We are also preparing for the Andover Coalition for Education (ACE) sponsored author visits throughout the year.  Our next author to visit Wood Hill will be Kayla Miller, a graphic novelist who has created Click, Act, and the Besties series, among other works, on November 7th. 
Gordon Korman, creator of the Masterminds series, Slacker, Restart, and his latest work, The Fort, was the first author of five to visit Wood Hill on Oct. 13th!  
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From the Wood Hill counseling staff

The school year is in full swing and we are pleased to see the students making a solid transition this year; developing new relationships with teachers and peers and beginning to “find their voice.”  It is wonderful to have Mrs. Meghan Mba on board this year as our new Guidance Counselor as well as Ms. Danielle Palgi as our ESS Social Worker.  We will be holding a Parent Coffee within the next few weeks. Keep an eye out for an invitation.  This is a chance to meet the counseling Team, meet other parents and check in with each other. Looking forward to seeing you. 

Below, please take a look at some upcoming events for 8th graders and their families.

Hillary Brooks, Patty Casey, Meghan Mba, & Danielle Palgi

Discover AHS
Each year, Andover High School invites incoming ninth grade students, their parents, and caregivers to a series of events designed to provide a smooth transition from 8th grade to high school. The first event will take place on Tuesday, October 25, 2022. The Club & Athletic Fair will start in the AHS cafeteria at 5:30 pm followed by the informational meeting in the Collins Center at 6:30 pm.
Greater Lawrence Technical School
Visit all 19 CTE Programs at the GTLS Open House. Speak with students, teachers, staff and learn about the admissions process on Sunday, November 6, 2022, from 12:00 to 2:00 pm.
Essex North Shore Agricultural and Technical School
Saturday, November 19, 2022, Essex North shore is hosting an Open House. Two sessions are available, and registration is required when visiting essex.tech/openhouse . Sign up and visit to learn more about the seven animal science and plant sciences programs available to non-resident students.
Session 1: 8:30 am – 10:30 am
Session 2: 11:30 am – 1:30 pm
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