SOUTH SCHOOL
September 5, 2021

South School Families,
We had a wonderful return to school this week as we are "Better
Together"! It was clear how excited the students were to return and it
quickly felt like they never left. Teachers spent the first two days building
a classroom community with their students. There were lots of smiles!
We are continuing to follow health and safety protocols in the new
school year. Although social distancing has been reduced in the classroom, teachers are maintaining a
strict seating chart and are aware of who is within 3 feet of each student for extended periods of time.
In the cafeteria, students are spread out over our large cafeteria table by class and there are at least 3
feet between each child. When students are finished eating, they put their masks back on for the
remainder of the lunch period. The students are great at following these routines and directions - we
are so impressed by them!
We are looking forward to this school year and excited to continue our home-school partnership.
Please reach out if we can ever be of assistance.
Warmly,
Brenda Lee, Principal

ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL REMINDERS
We recognize that the busing was not ideal over the first two days of school. I can assure you that the
transportation department is working very closely with the bus company to resolve any issues. If
buses are more that 15 minutes late picking up the students, we will alert families via email.

PARENT PICK-UP AND DROP-OFF REMINDER
PARENT DROP-OFF
Please drop your child off in the driveway anywhere in front of the school. If cars wait until the child is
closer to the front door, it backs up the traffic and causes issues on the street. Please stay in a single
lane and do not cut around other cars. We are trying to keep it as safe as possible.
PARENT PICK-UP

We are asking that if you are picking up your student, please write your last name on a piece of paper
and have it in your window upon arrival. This will help speed up the process. We have been training our
kindergarten and new students to go to the wall before they go to the car. Please do not call them
directly to your car.
During pick-up and drop-off, please do not get out of your car. Please work with your child so they are
independently able to get in and out. We are more than happy to help with the door to the car as they
learn.

HELP WANTED!
South School is looking to hire a lunch monitor! We are looking for
someone to help in the cafeteria Monday-Friday from 10:45-1:45.
This is a paid position. Please email Brenda at
brenda.lee@andoverma.us if interested.

SECOND CALL FOR ROOM PARENTS!
Thank you to those who have already volunteered!
We are still in need of 2 volunteers for the following classes:
Mrs. Zappas, Ms. Ludvino, and Mr. Selvitella
We are still in need of 1 volunteer for the following classes:

Mrs. O'Keefe, Ms. Young, Ms. McPhee, and Ms. Phalen
To Volunteer...or ask questions about the role: Please email lauraveligor@gmail.com and be sure to
include your name and the name of your teacher.

WHO LOVES MAKING SCARECROWS??

LIBRARY VOLUNTEERS
Parent volunteers are needed to help out in the library with book check out, book reshelving and other
miscellaneous library projects. The following classes are in need of volunteers to come in 2x per month
during library class time. If you have a child in one of these classes and you would like to volunteer, or if
you have any questions about volunteering in the library, please email Kate Geary
(kathrynrgeary@gmail.com).
Kindergarten
Ms Ridley: Tuesdays 12:50 - 1:37 PM
Ms Russo: Thursdays 12:50 - 1:37 PM
1st Grade

Ms Zappas: Tuesdays 1:40 - 2:27 PM
Ms Rielly: Fridays 1:40 - 2:27 PM
3rd Grade
Ms Montgomery: Wednesdays 11:18 - 12:05 PM
Ms Tjalsma: Thursdays 11:18 - 12:05 PM
4th Grade
Ms Fecteau: Mondays 10:25 - 11:12 AM
Ms Young: Tuesdays 10:25 - 11:12 AM
Ms Pierce: Fridays 11:18 - 12:05 PM

SOUTH SCHOOL SPIRIT DAY - FRIDAY, 9/10
Students are encouraged to wear their favorite South gear or the
color red. Let's show that South School pride!!

BALLARDVALE CELEBRATION - 10/16/21

LUNCH
All students are able to receive 1 free breakfast and 1 free lunch daily
during the 2021-2022 school year. Lunches will need be preordered.
Please see the FAQ linke below for further information and the menu.
FAQ for the Andover Nutrition Program
Menu

UPCOMING DATES, MEETINGS, ETC.

September 6: NO SCHOOL ~ LABOR DAY
September 8: PTO ~ Kindergarten BooHoo @ 9:15
September 10: South School Spirit Day
September 22: OPEN HOUSE 3-5
September 23: OPEN HOUSE K-2

INTRODUCING SOUTH SCHOOL STAFF

Our staff is working on updating our staff slideshow so that you can meet some of our new staff and
find out some fun facts about the ones you already know! Click on the name to go right to your
favorite staff member or just use the right arrow to move through the slideshow. This will be updated
more over the next couple of weeks!

You can find it HERE.

PTO NEWS
Want to stay up to date with all the latest PTO news?
Visit www.SouthPTO.com

CONTACT INFO FOR BRENDA LEE
Facebook

55 Woburn Street, Andover, MA,…

brenda.lee@andoverma.us

978-247-9800

aps1.net/405/South-Elementar…

